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Synopsis

This novel provides a highly charged examination of human suffering and human sacrifice, private
experience and public history, during the French Revolution. A Tale of Two Cities is one of Charles
Dickens’s most exciting novels. Set against the backdrop of the French Revolution, it tells the story
of a family threatened by the terrible events of the past. Doctor Manette was wrongly imprisoned in
the Bastille for eighteen years without trial by the aristocratic authorities. Finally released, he is
reunited with his daughter, Lucie, who despite her French ancestry has been brought up in London.
Lucie falls in love with Charles Darnay, another expatriate, who has abandoned wealth and a title in
France because of his political convictions. When revolution breaks out in Paris, Darnay returns to
the city to help an old family servant, but there he is arrested because of the crimes committed by
his relations. His wife, Lucie, their young daughter, and her aged father follow him across the

channel, thus putting all their lives in danger.
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Customer Reviews

"Charles Dickens’s classic of the French Revolution is expertly dramatized by Simon Vance."
---AudioFile

Charles Dickens (1812-1870) was the widely popular author of such classic novels as Oliver Twist,
Nicholas Nickleby, The Old Curiosity Shop, A Christmas Carol, and David Copperfield.Simon

Vance, a former BBC Radio presenter and newsreader, is a full-time actor who has appeared on



both stage and television. He has recorded over eight hundred audiobooks and has earned five
coveted Audie Awards, and he has won fifty-seven Earphones Awards from AudioFile magazine,

which has named him a Golden Voice.

The story was as good as | remember-you do have to pay attention or moving from France to
England gets a little confusing. The reader is excellent and | think he could read anything he wanted

to.

My son and | listened to this entire book while driving this winter back and forth to skiing and other
sports. He read along with it on the Kindle and for a dyslexic 8th grade boy to be able to read and
hear this tremendous classic was nothing short of a gift. | loved it and am grateful that these kinds of
resources are available today. His comment at the end of this moving tale was, "Mom, | think

Dickens was a genius!"

This is a great unabridged version of this wonderful book. Well read & clear. This is the book to buy

if you want the complete story.

One of the discs kept skipping. Other discs played fine on the same player. Disappointing.

One of my all time favorite classics. | am a fan since a youngster of Charles Dickens and it's been
many years since | read this novel. Listening to it was a complete treat! The storytelling couldn’t
have been any better with set-ups and characters. | love to listen while driving and this audiobook

kept me from being agitated during traffic jams. Absolutely recommend.

| found this book enjoyable though not gripping. And having listened to the audio book, | regret that |

may have missed many of the literary elements.
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